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Research Studio in Space Design
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The Portfolio and the Diagram

ARCHITECTURE, DISCOURSE, AND MODERNITY IN AMERICA
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Transdisciplinary Architectural Design Lab
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SCA DESIGN LAB
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Institute for Building Structures and Innovative Design
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AEOQULSCAPES LAB
Faculty Advisor:
Prof. Marc Brossa

R.I.P. URBANISM
LONG LIFE THE CITY!

¢+ WITH THE CRISIS OF THE MODERN MOVEMENT, ARCHITECTS STOPPED TALKING ABOUT THE CITY.
WE BECAME SUBSERVANT TO THE NEOLIBERAL AGENDA AND FOCUSED ON SPECTACLE.

+ CITIES WILL CONTINUE TO GROW FAST: IN 2018, 4.2 BILLION PEOPLE LIVED IN CITIES.
BY 2050 URBAN POPULATIONS WILL INCREASE IN 2.5 MORE BILLION PEOPLE (U.N. Urbanization Projections).

¢+ IN SPITE OF THIS URBAN VITALITY, MODERN MANIFESTOS ARE OBSOLETE;
URBAN THEORY COMES AFTER THE FACT;
AND ARCHITECTS LACK THE VOCABULARY AND THE TOOLS TO EVEN DESCRIBE WHAT HAPPENS AROUND US.

+ CITIES, PERHAPS MORE THAN EVER, ELUDE OUR DESIRE FOR CONTROL.
FOR THIS REASON THEY CONTINUE TO PROVOKE OUR FASCINATION.

¢ AEOULSCAPES LAB EXPLORES SEOUL AS A LABORATORY FOR CONTEMPORARY URBANISM THROUGH:



AEQULSCAPES LAB
Faculty Advisor:
Prof. Marc Brossa

ECOLOGICAL INTERDEPENDENCY,
ADAPTATION AND SUCCESSION AS
MODELS FOR URBAN INDETERMI-
NACY.

METROPOLITANIZATION:
WE NEED TO ADDRESS THE CONTEM-
PORARY URBAN REALITY OF LARGE,
NETWORKED CONURBATIONS WITH
APPROPRIATE PLANNING, MANAGING
AND REPRESENTATION TOOLS.

ARCHITECTS AS INTERPRETERS:
DEVELOPMENT OF A CULTURE
OF THE REINTERPRETATION AND
TRANSFORMATION OF THE EXTANT,

LEVERAGING CREATIVE DENSITY
AND URBAN COMPLEXITY AGAINST

HYBRID DISCIPLINES
BETWEEN THE FIELDS OF ARCHI-
TECTURE, INFRASTRUCTURE,
LANDSCAPE AND URBAN DESIGN.

THE DEFAULT SPATIAL PRODUCTS
OF MARKET GLOBALIZATION, SPATIAL

BANALIZATION AND SOCIAL SEGRE-
GATION.

MULTIPLICITY OF SCALES:
THE URBAN PROJECT AS AN

OPERATIVE PROPOSAL RESPON-
DING TO LOCAL CONDITIONS, BUT
WITH COMMITMENT TO THE GENE-
RAL FORM OF THE CITY.

AN EXPANDED SOCIAL ROLE FOR DE-
SIGNERS AS POLITICAL AGENTS.
BEYOND FORMALISM, DESIGN IS ABOUT
PROVIDING VISIONS FOR NEW RELA-
TIONSHIPS BETWEEN SOCIAL PRACTIC-
ES AND THE PHYSICAL CONTEXT IN AN
OPEN-ENDED AND ECOLOGICALLY RE-
SPONSIBLE WAY.
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